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letter from the director
This year has been a year of great generosity!
We started the year with a goal to build a 
small wooden bandstand but the interest and 
generosity of the community was such that 
we raised our expectations and decided to 
build a larger structure constructed of concrete 
and metal. Friends of The Botanic Garden 
helped raise the money and we are now ready 
for construction. It will be named Laura’s 
Bandstand (see highlight on page 2) and will be 
constructed very soon.
Also coming this spring is a new G-scale model 
train garden and an orchard all made possible 
by very generous donors and hard work by our 
staff, volunteers, and students.

Ambassadors Rewarded for Service to TBG
Speaking about generosity - can you imagine volunteering somewhere for 
20 years? We recognized four Ambassadors for reaching that milestone: 
Merry Alexander, Judy Henderson, Joyce McKee, and Carol Solick. We also 
recognized Kathy Peacock, Debbie Skinner, and Sheila Thomas for 10 years of 
service and Barbara Pass, Mavonna Ellis, MJ Seals, Jill Simmons, and Joyce 
Taylor for 5 years.  
Joyce Taylor and Mary Davey received the award for the most hours spent 
volunteering in the garden and Kathy Adkins received the award for the most 
hours spent volunteering doing things other than gardening.  
The TBG Outstanding Service Award for non-gardening support went to 
Jeneane Campbell. Jeneane’s goal this year was to get everyone in a TBG 
t-shirt and if you don’t have yours yet give her a call!
TBG Outstanding Service Award for gardening support went to Les Conner.
Les is a dependable, weekly, weeding machine.
Our Ambassadors are so vital to the garden. We appreciate them greatly and
invite you to join them if you are not already a volunteer.

The garden is growing and we thank all who have contributed to its success. 
Please visit soon. Gardens are by, for, and about people so we look forward to 
seeing you soon.

Sincerely, Lou Anella

TBG
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Lou Anella
Director

Jane Carter
Garden Manager
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Coordinator
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Thanks to very generous donations, a bandstand 
will be constructed soon and named Laura’s Band-
stand to honor Laura Payne’s 20 years of involve-
ment with TBG. Laura wears many hats at TBG 
including volunteer coordinator, education coordi-
nator, and fi eld producer for 
Oklahoma Gardening. The structure will look similar 
to the picture on the left and should be completed 
before the spring concert series. It will give protec-
tion to performers and act as an outdoor classroom 
and meeting place.

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

Mum Sale Growing

Laura’s Bandstand To Be 
Constructed This Spring!

Interns Visit Chelsea Flower Show

Walk The Labyrinth 

The Friends of The Botanic Garden mum sale 
tripled in size this year so we plan for this to be 
an annual fundraiser. This year Homecoming will 
be in mid-October so we will have many orange 
mums available for sale. Show your OSU Spirit 
with orange mums grown by The Friends of TBG. 
Pumpkins will also abound so make TBG your fall 
decoration destination.

TBG interns Faith Daniels and Logan Fisher 
(pictured on the left) were awarded travel 
scholarships that took them to England for the 
Chelsea Flower Show. The scholarship also paid 
for them to intern at TBG this past summer. We 
will miss them both as they move on to greener 
pastures. Congratulations to Logan for securing 
the prestigious Longwood Gardens Internship for 
the summer of 2017. And congratulations to Blake 
Kruse, one of our current student employees, who 
is this year’s recipient of the Chelsea Flower Show 
travel scholarship.

Sara Hills, a Ph.D. candidate at OSU, approached 
TBG in the spring about creating a labyrinth where 
people could take meditative walks in a natural 
setting. She works with a grief counciling group 
called Actively Moving Forward and we loved the 
idea of having a labyrinth for meditative walks 
at TBG. Bentley Sod Farms sprigged the site for 
us and now we have a labyrinth mowed in the 
grass for all to enjoy. It takes about 20 minutes to 
complete the circuit. Pictured to the left are Todd 
Misener, OSU Chief Wellness Offi  cer; Lou Anella, 
Director of TBG; Sara Hills, President OSU Chapter 
of Actively Moving Forward; and Dave Brown with 
OSU Facilities Management Landscape Services 
during the labyrinth grand opening at GardenFest 
2016.

2016
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Concert Series Sponsors

Arts and Humanities Council of 
Stillwater

Daddy O’s Music Company
The Hideaway

OSU Offi  ce of the President
Stillwater Designs – Kicker

We thank the following for their support! (January - December 2016)

Garden Benefactor

Anonymous
Marsha Adams
Sue Ann Arnall

Bentley Sod Farms
Jeneane Campbell

Tabitha Doescher and Josh Wiener
Kathy and Doug Hall

Husqvarna
Sarah Kimball

Jan and Rick McSwain
Max and Karyn Meyers
Jimmy and Traci Morris

Payne County Audubon Society
Scapes, Inc.

Shades of Green Landscaping
Buel J. Staton Humanitarian Trust

Bradley and Caryl Zinn

Garden Sponsor

Anonymous
Shelley and Lou Anella

Ann and Jim Berry
Jeneane Campbell

Drs. Ray and Jo Campbell
Brian and Marileigh Dougherty

Roger Gose
Greenleaf Nursery Company

Jim and Ann Halligan
Ladd and Maxine Hudgins

Emily and Matt Hull
Les Imboden and Susie Taylor
Kay County Master Gardeners

John and Caroline Linehan
Paige Martin and Paul Clear

Steve and Lynne Miller
Wyche and Mary Murphy

OnCue Marketing LLC
Barbara Pass

Payne County Master Gardeners
Powell Tree Care

Joyce Taylor
Russ and Julie Teubner

Matt and Kristine Waits Family

Garden Patron

Anonymous
Merry Alexander

Ann and Jim Berry
Deb Engle

First National Bank and Trust 
Company of Weatherford
John and Mariuse Green

Heidi Griswold
InterWorks, Inc.
Anne McMurtry

Pauledde and Larry Plank
Paul and Alice Richardson
John and Sandy Rooney

Seasonal Colors of Stillwater, LLC
Olen and Teresa Thomas

David and Cindy Waits
Calvin Craig Williams

Sustaining

John and Nancy Allford
Gladeen Allred and Ed Long
Nancy and Jim Beckstrom

Mary Lou Bennett
Rebecca Bennett and Franz Hofer

Frank and Linda Blum
Nancy Bowling

Peter and Linda Clark
Tom and Rhonda Coon
Don and Polly Crawley

For Pete’s Sake
Fred and Linda Guthery

Lloyd and Leigh Ann Hardin, Jr.
Aaron Hill

Steve and Becky James
Susan Jasan

Kelli and John Killam
Darrel and Marilyn Kletke

Gerald Klingaman
Roger and Martha McMillian

Terry Melendez
Ann and Jim Mitchell

Julie Norris
Richard and Norma Payne

Mary W. Rader
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Razook
Russ and Donna Rhinehart
Mary Kaye and Paul Rogers

Jim Rutledge
Darrell and Kimberly Sadler

Phyllis and Larry Sams
Kenneth and Beth Sewell
Connie and Jim Stiegler

Stillwater Newcomers Club
Stillwater Retirement LLC

Contributing Member

Anonymous (3)
Nancy Andrews

Jen and Luke Anthony
Carolyn Bauer Baird

Carole O. Bays
Buckley’s Sticks & Stones
Walter and Diane Coff ey

Mary and Ken Davey
Bob and Sherry Davis

Lynda Denton
Steve Dobbs

Gilbert and Mary Emde
Katie and Bob Fellows

Dick and Malinda Berry Fischer
Marilyn and Richard Heath

Joyce Hise
Debbie Hooper and Tim Dolezal

Nancy Horner
Ann Houston

Laura Hubbs-Tait
Marvin and Margie Keener

Tom and Patty Keys
Ford and Maxine Lasher

Craig Maile and Diana Watson-Maile
John Mills

Bill and Katherine Nelson
Sharon Nivens

Kent W Olson Trust
Nancy Patton

Eddie and Jan Polk
Dick and Carol Ann Powell

Chrissy Premeaux
Dennis and Carol Preston

Simon Ringsmuth
Fritz Robinson

Brad and Elizabeth Scott
Phil and Pat Scott

Lanny and Connie Sells
Brenda Spaulding
Debby Strickland
Margaret Struble

Liz and Ron Tarbutton
Odell and Marlene Walker

Wes and Lou Watkins
Dorothy M Webb Trust
E.C. and Ann Wegener

Sue Wright
Alan and Terra Zerr
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We Also Thank:
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources at OSU 

for salary and fi nancial support

Oklahoma Gardening, their staff  and sponsors

The 9000 + workshop, meeting, camp, and tour attendees

Our 2016 student employees: Amanda Bradley, Garrett Carter, Faith Daniels, Logan Fisher, 
Rose Galvez, Blake Kruse, Katy Layman, Scott Mendenhall, and Megan Nichols

All those who stroll the grounds of TBG and love it!

Contact us:
botanicgarden@okstate.edu
405.744.5404

FRIENDS OF 
TBG BOARD
Jan McSwain | President 
Lou Anella | Director 
Ann Berry 
Jeneane Campbell 
Ray Campbell 
Ann Halligan
Matt Hull 
Rick McSwain
Lynne Miller
Kimberly Sadler

4

358 Ag Hall
Stillwater, OK 74078

To make a donation visit: osugiving.com | Friends of the Botanic Garden | Fund # 2178500




