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Changing of the Guard!

Jane Carter Retires
After nearly ten years as garden manager Jane Carter retired in the summer of 
2020. She was the force behind our beautifully designed and maintained gardens 
and we are going to miss her. TBG Ambassadors purchased a plaque in her honor 
and it is placed in the herb garden on a stone bench. All the best to you Jane! 
Enjoy your retirement!

Lynda Carrier to Carry On
We recently hired Lynda Carrier as the new garden manager and we are excited 
to have her on board. Lynda has worked for the Department of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture for almost 20 years, most recently as a vegetable 
extension and research technician. Her beautiful gardens at home have been 
featured on Oklahoma Gardening (OKG) and we look forward to working with her at 
TBG.

Laura Payne’s Responsibilities Shift
After many years of working for The Botanic Garden and OKG Laura Payne will 
focus on her responsibilities as Field Producer for OKG. Laura has worn many hats 
at TBG including volunteer coordinator, event coordinator, education coordinator, 
and general counselor for us all. We will miss her guidance, but she will remain at 
her same perch in the office. We are happy she will be close by and will still be our 
partner.

Kevin Gragg Moves On
Kevin was behind the camera and in the editing room as the producer of OKG for 
the past 20 years! He has decided to move on and we wish him great joy in his 
new endeavor. Kevin has been a constant for OKG as hosts have changed but 
he was never stagnant. He kept OKG fresh and new by always embracing new 
technology including the world wide web and making OKG accessible to millions.

Although 2020 was a challenging year for all, we appreciate all the financial support 
the garden received and all the visitors. The garden really was a refuge during 
these odd times and it was wonderful to see families, seniors, students, and the 
community finding solace in our beautiful gardens.

Sincerely, 
Lou Anella, Director
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We Also Thank:
The Ferguson College of Agriculture at OSU 

Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service

Oklahoma Gardening, their staff and sponsors

Our 2020 student employees were indispensible this year since we could not use 
volunteer labor. We thank the following wonderful students for their hard work and 

wonderful spirit: Jessi Garrett, Brooke Kephart, Peyton Osborne, Loren Park, Nick Sahs, 
Trevor Shaw, and graduate Tyler Troppman
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New Paved Road and Parking! 

Thanks to funding from generous donors 
and the University, we now have a new 
paved road and parking lot! The paved 
road and parking will usher in a new era 
for the garden making it more accessible 
to all. We would like to thank the Barbara 
Pass Endowment, Dr. Ray Campbell, 
Debbie Skinner, Leslie Imboden and Susie 
Taylor, Lynn Hughes, and Marsha and Bob 
Adams for the donations that allowed us 
to complete the project!

New SolaWrap Geenhouse

Thanks to funding from the Barbara Pass 
Endowment we were able to install a new 
greenhouse for overwintering 
tropical plants and for extra production 
space. The greenhouse was installed by 
Phocus Farms from Edmond, Oklahoma 
and we chose SolaWrap as the covering. 
SolaWrap is a bubblewrap-like material 
that is stronger than tradtional greenhouse 
plastic, has excellent light transparency 
and diffusion, and should last longer. We 
are excited to help the garden grow by 
having this extra greenhouse space.

Bobby and Claranne Hayes
Botanic Garden Experience Fund

When Bobby Hayes was at OSU he did an 
internship that he remembers fondly 60 
years later. He and his wife have donated 
funds to pay student interns at TBG and 
this year they took it one step further and 
endowed the Bobby and Claranne Hayes 
Botanic Garden Experience Fund. We 
thank them for their generosity and we 
hope our current interns have as 
memorable an experience. Pictured are 
student interns Brooke Kephart, Loren 
Park, and Peyton Osborne.

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS 2020 We thank the following for their support! 
Garden Benefactor

Marsha and Bob Adams
Allergy Partners of Oklahoma

Dr. Ray Campbell
Tabitha Doescher and Josh 

Wiener
Jim and Ann Halligan

Bobby and Claranne Hayes
Hideaway Restaurant Inc.

Lynn Hughes
Leslie Imboden and Susie Taylor

Lopp Construction
Jan and Rick McSwain

Lynne Miller
Mary Murphy

OnCue/The Griffith Family
OSU Office of the President
Barbara Pass Endowment

Payne County Audubon Society
Russ and Donna Rhinehart

Debbie Skinner
Aihua Xie and Wouter Hoff

Garden Sponsor

John and Nancy Allford
Lou and Shelley Anella

Jennifer and Luke Anthony
Jim and Ann Berry

Frank and Linda Blum
Jeneane Campbell

Tom and Krystal Hennessey
Judy Hull

Kay County Master Gardeners
Doug and Jackie Needham
Real Estate Professionals
Stillwater Designs - Kicker

Matt and Kristine Waits

Garden Patron

Merry Alexander
Dayna and James Boggs

Vikki Beier
Marileigh and Brian Dougherty

Ewing Family
First National Bank & Trust
Keith and Christine Garbutt

John Green
Craig Maile and Dr. Diana 

Watson-Maile
Linda and John Mes

Richard and Norma Payne
Darrell and Kimberly Sadler

Sustaining

Anonymous (2)
Gladeen Allred

Linda and Calvin Anthony
Catherine Barney

Peter and Linda Clark
Tom and Rhonda Coon

Steve and Lisa Cummings
Mary and Kenneth Davey

Damona Doye
Tommy and Karen Edgar

Virginia Eggers
Holly Ewing
Brian Fitch

Malinda and Dick Fischer
Roger Gose

Fred and Linda Guthery
Amie Haar

Nancy and Fred Helms
Larry and Judy Hoberock

Michael and Kimberly Holmes
Larry and Kayo Jones

Contributing

Anonymous
Dennis and Loretta Bertholf

Joyce Hise
Ann Houston

Priscilla and Skip Iba
Juergen and Lorrie Janzen

Marjory LeMaster
John Mills and Sue Bonner
Eve and Simon Ringsmuth

Jim Rutledge
Jeanie Tolle Smith
Toni and Bill Stone

Odell and Marlene Walker
E.C. and Ann Wegener

Wanda White

In-kind Support

Sustaining Continued 

Bonnie Kelty
Meg and Darrel Kletke

Gerald and Jolene Klingaman
Kathy M. Kocan in Honor of 

Sidney A. Ewing
Penny Lane and Ashton and 

Connor McCombs
Robert Mayer and Elizabeth 

Williams
Anne and Leonard McMurtry

The Mintmire Family
Dr. Mark and Shayna Paden

Carol Ann Powell
Connie and Lanny Sells

Tammy and Mark Simpkins
Tom and Carol Stewart
Liz and Ron Tarbutton

Annette and Gene Wallace
Ann and Eddie Watkins
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